
2021-2022 MCN Direct Donation Campaign

MCN Donor Commonly Asked Questions   

1. What is a personally meaningful donation?
The amount your family personally can contribute towards the programming, 
technology upgrades, classroom supplies, library books, and campus improvements. 
Suggested amounts and donor levels are provided on the cover letter and form.  We 
welcome donations of ANY amount!

2. Why become a MCN Donor?
Join the MCN in our commitment to excellence by providing MATES students with the 
best education and experience that a public school has to offer in the Conejo Valley.

3. How much should we donate?
The MCN understands that not all of our families are able to contribute as much as 
they would like to, but encourage you to at least participate in some way.  Our goal is 
100% participation and you can contribute within any of the suggested donor ranges. 
Also, unlike some other fundraisers, 100% of your donation goes back to MATES via 
the MCN.

4. Can anyone become a MCN Donor?
YES! Aunts, uncles, grandparents, cousins, and friends, are all welcome to become 
MCN Donors. The MCN also welcomes donations from local businesses, especially 
those owned/operated by MATES families and friends.  Be sure to visit the MCN 
website www.matesmcn.net to make your donations!

5. What is the new giving platform Tithe.ly?
Tithe.ly is a giving platform that is being used by MCN.  It is often used by religious 
organizations as well as by schools and allows donors to give easily through the use of 
their app.  It has no religious affiliations.  MCN will use this platform throughout the 
year to gather donations/gather payments for fundraising events and it is strongly 
recommended to register and make use of this user friendly app.  

6. How often will I be asked to become a MCN Donor?
MATES families will be asked annually to join the MCN in our commitment to 
excellence at MATES.  Our primary Direct Donation drive begins August 22nd and ends 
September 17th, but donations can be made at any time throughout the year.        

7. Aren’t our school activities funded by taxes?
MATES receives funding from the state to allow the school to operate at a basic level. 
However, our technology lab and classroom technology, the ten-point interactive 
screens, our music lab, the running track/playground equipment, and many additions 
to the teachers’ supplies, would not be possible without your extra help.  The funds 
that MCN Donors gift to our school (via the MCN) enhances the educational programs 
that help make MATES a great school. Your donation allows for these additions and 
helps to provide for ongoing  campus improvements.
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8. Is our donation tax deductible?
YES!  Your donation is 100%  tax-‐deductible.  MCN is a non-‐profit organization with 
501(c)3  status.  As soon as you become a MCN Donor, MCN will get you an 
acknowledgement letter with appropriate tax information.

9. Can I use Employer Matching Funds?
YES!  This is the perfect  opportunity to double your donation by applying for matching 
funds from your employer (i.e.,  many  employer  programs  match 100% of any 
donation of $50 or more).  Please check with your  employer to see if they offer this 
important program. The MCN is happy to  process your company’s matching donation 
form.

10. How many fundraisers should I expect throughout the school year?
In a continued effort to streamline fundraising efforts of the MCN, and to  provide 
enriching MCN-‐sponsored  events, our primary fundraisers include: Direct Donation 
(become a MCN Donor throughout the year) and Fun Run in October.  Other smaller 
fundraisers include: Restaurant Nights, MATES Marketplace, Family Photo Day, Benefit 
Dinner Auction, and other free ways to fundraise such as using Amazon Smile or 
turning/scanning in receipts from shopping at The Oaks.

Please visit our Fundraisers section of our website for more information:    
http://www.matesmcn.net 





